
How to add your project to the African 

conservation layer on Google Earth

Register as a new user

Log into the database

Enter a paragraph and a picture to

describe your project, tell us who is

involved in your project and where

you work.

Improve your bubble with more text and

pictures, videos, articles, blogs, wildlife and

footprints (optional)

Click update and exit, and wait for us to activate your project (you

can still edit your own work before this). Your project will appear

live on Google Earth within 48 hours. Come back anytime to edit

your project, or to add new projects. You can also switch off

content at any time.

You can add your conservation project(s) to the MAPA Google Earth  African Conservation layer by 

following these five easy steps



Step 1: Register your Project

Go to www.mapaproject.org/mapa and click on ñRegister as a new 

user.  Create a username and password for yourself, and click 

ñRegister nowò.
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http://www.mapaproject.org/mapa


Step 2: Log-in 

Enter your new user name and password and Log-in. Your entry 

will not become live until we activate it, but you will be able to add 

material and preview what youôve added. 
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Step 3: Add Material 3

After logging in, you will be taken to a page with all your material. Click on ñMyResearch

Projectsò. Click ñaddnewò(once youôveadded material you can always edit it from this screen).

Start adding information.



The Input Screen This is the Progress bar. You can move any of the tabs to

associate the project with a protected area, add

organisations, footprints, wildlife, blogs, video and articles.

Alternatively, when you click ñupdateand nextòyou will be

moved through the tabs. You can exit at any timeéitôsnot

compulsory for you to add extra material.

These are the progress buttons. 

Click on ñupdate and continue if 

you want to save your information 

and stay on the same page. 

ñUpdate and nextò will move you to 

the next tab, and ñupdate and nextò 

will take you back to your main 

listing.

You can use this 

Google Maps API 

to position your 

project. Left click 

on the red curser 

and left click again 

to place it in the 

desired position. 

The Lat/Long fields 

are compulsory. 

Without it, your 

bubble wonôt be 

created. 

You can preview what your 

bubble will look like in 

Google Earth on this 

preview screen 

On this form you will add General project

information (including position, country,

people working on the project and an

introductory paragraph for your first page.

Here are some of the main features of the input screen. You have to fill in 

the first page for your project to get activated. Everything else is optional.



Step 4: Add more material
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Using the tabs at the top of the page (shown here) you can build a really interactive, 

visual project bubble. You can also associate your project with a protected area.

You can add the following material

ÇOrganisations involved in your project

ÇTracks & Distributions (any kml or kmz material that will help your story, 

including Google Earth tours.

ÇWildlife species (plants and animals) that your project aims to understand, 

protect or manage.

ÇBlogs related to your projects

ÇYouTube videos

ÇPopular Press and academic articles



Associate your project with a protected area

If you associate a protected area with your project, your project will be

linked to from within that protected area bubble. To associate an area,

simply search for the protected area(s) in question, tick the boxes, and

click ñupdaterecordòto move onto the next page.



For all videos, wildlife, footprints, organizations and articles, you will first add your material, and

then select it from the list. It is strongly recommended that you check whether the organization or

wildlife species that you are looking is not already in the database. If you canôtfind it, click ñadd

newò. In the next few pages you can find information on how to add new content.


